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Infancy and Childhood

· Maturation

· biological growth processes that enable orderly changes in behavior

· relatively uninfluenced by experience

· sets the course for development while experience adjusts it

Infancy and Childhood: Physical Development

· Babies only 3 months old can learn that kicking moves a mobile--and can retain that learning for a month (Rovee-Collier, 1989, 1997).

Jean Piaget
1896-1980

· Piaget published more than 50 books and 500 papers as well as 37 volumes in the series "Etudes d'Epistémologie Génétique“(Studies in Genetic Epistemology). 

· His research in developmental psychology and genetic epistemology had one unique goal: how does knowledge grow? 

Piaget’s Theory

· Cognition


· mental activities associated with thinking, knowing, and remembering

· Schema (Schemes)

· a concept or framework that organizes and interprets information

· potentials to act in certain ways

ADAPTATION

· Assimilation

· interpreting one’s new experience in terms of one’s existing schemas

· the integration of external elements into the organism’s structures

· Accommodation

· adapting one’s current understandings (schemas) to incorporate new information

· adjustment of internal structures (schema/schemes) to the particular characteristics of specific situation


· modifying a scheme to fit new events, objects, etc.

Piaget’s Theory

· Equilibration

· The process involved in maintaining a steady state while undergoing continuous change

· Innate tendency to organize one’s experiences so as to assure maximal adaptation.

· A search for a mental balance between cognitive schemes and information from the environment

· Driving force behind intellectual growth

Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development

Piaget’s Stages

Sensorimotor

· Understand the world through senses and motor actions

· Develop object permanence

· the awareness that things continue to exist even when not perceived

Piaget’s Stages

Preoperational

· stage during which a child learns to use language but does not yet comprehend mental operations of concrete logic

· Understand intuitive relations

· Semiotic function – using symbols to represent things mentally

· Thinking is egocentric, dominated by perception

· Theory of Mind

· people’s ideas about their own and others’ mental states

· Egocentrism

· the inability of the preoperational child to take another’s point of view

· Theory of Mind

· people’s ideas about their own and others’ mental states-  about their feelings, perceptions, and thoughts and the behavior these might predict

· Autism

· a disorder that appears in childhood

· Marked by deficient communication, social interaction and understanding of others’ states of mind

Concrete Operations

· Can do logical operations

· Understand reversibility

· Can do conservation,  classification, and seriation tasks

· Conservation

· the principle that properties such as mass, volume, and number remain the same despite changes in the forms of objects

Formal Operations

· Can do abstract & hypothetical reasoning

· Can reason contrary to experience

· Adolescent egocentrism

· May be found only in people's areas of expertise

Infants Can Think

· After sucking on one of these, babies looked longer at the nipple they had felt in their mouth

Social Development

· Stranger Anxiety

· fear of strangers that infants commonly display

· beginning by about 8 months of age

· Attachment

· an emotional tie with another person

· shown in young children by seeking closeness to the caregiver and showing distress on separation

Social Development

· Harlow’s Surrogate Mother Experiments

· Monkeys preferred contact with the comfortable cloth mother, even while feeding from the nourishing wire mother

Social Development

· Critical Period

· an optimal period shortly after birth when an organism’s exposure to certain stimuli or experiences produces proper development

· Imprinting

· the process by which certain animals form attachments during a critical period very early in life

Social Development

Harry Harlow’s studies in 1950’s

· Monkeys raised by artificial mothers were terror-stricken when placed in strange situations without their surrogate mothers

Social Development

· Groups of infants who had and had not experienced day care were left by their mothers 
in a unfamiliar room

Attachment

· Imprinting (Konrad Lorenz)

· the process by which certain animals form attachments during a critical period very early in life

· Harry Harlow’s Surrogate Mother Experiments

· Monkeys preferred contact with the comfortable cloth mother, even while feeding from the nourishing wire mother

· Monkeys raised by artificial mothers were terror-stricken when placed in strange situations without their surrogate mothers.
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Attachment

Attachment refers to an emotional tie to another person. 



In children, attachment can appear as a desire for 

physical closeness to a caregiver.

Origins of Attachment

Harlow’s experiments with 

monkeys suggest that attachment 

is based on physical affection and 

comfortable body contact, and not 

based on being rewarded with 

food.


Social Development

· Basic Trust (Erik Erikson)

· a sense that the world is predictable and trustworthy

· said to be formed during infancy by appropriate experiences with responsive caregivers

Attachment
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Attachment



Erik Erikson’s concept of 

basic trust resembles 

the concept of 

attachment, but 

extends beyond the 

family into our feeling of 

whether the world is 

predictable and 

trustworthy.



Attachment style may 

be relevant to our 

ability to manage and 

enjoy adult 

relationships. 

Are basic trust and 

attachment styles determined 

in childhood?



Erik Erikson believed that basic 

trust is established by 

relationships with early 

caregivers.



Are trust and attachment styles: 



set by genetics? 



formed by early 

experiences with parents? 



reshaped by new 

relationship experiences?


Social Development

· The correlation between authoritative parenting and social competence in children

· Authoritarian  

· demanding

· impose rules and expect obedience without question

· Permissive

· few demands

· submit to children’s wants

· rarely punish

· Authoritative

· demanding yet responsive

· set rules, but explain reasons and encourage open discussion
Outcomes with Parenting Styles

· Authoritative parenting, more than the other two styles, seems to be associated with:

· high self-reliance. 

· high social competence. 

· high self-esteem. 

· low aggression.

· But are these a result of parenting style, or are parents responding to a child’s temperament? Or are both a function of culture ? Or genes?

